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Outline

ÅNCCPH Overview

ÅSmall Drinking Water Systems Beginnings

ÅProject Update
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National Collaborating Centres 

for Public Health (NCCPH)

Who are we?

ÅSix Centres created by 

the Federal government 

to strengthen public 

health in Canada

ÅEach Centre focuses on a 

specific area of public 

health

Mission

ÅDevelop,translate, 

promote and support 

the use of existing 

and new evidence in 

public heath to inform 

best practices 

nationally ïand 

beyond
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National Collaborating Centres 

for Public Health (NCCPH)
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NCC Leads & Host Institutions

NCCAH ïMargo Greenwood, PhD

University of Northern British Columbia, Prince George, BC

NCCDH ïHope Beanlands, RN, PhD(c)

St. Francis Xavier University, Antigonish, NS

NCCEH ïTom Kosatsky, MD, MPH

British Columbia Centre for Disease Control, Vancouver, BC

NCCHPP ïFrançois Benoit, MSc

Institut national de santé publique du Québec, Montreal, QC

NCCID ïMargaret Fast, MD

International Centre for Infectious Disease Inc., Winnipeg, MB

NCCMT ïDonna Ciliska, RN, PhD

McMaster University, Hamilton, ON
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National Collaborating Centres 

for Public Health (NCCPH)

Goals of all NCCs

ÅSynthesize, translate, and exchange evidence-based 
knowledge to support front-line public health practitioners 
and policy-makers in Canada

Å Identify gaps in the use of evidence in public health 
practice and policy making

Å Strengthen national profile with significant contacts and 
networking across Canada

ÅConsult with front-line public health practitioners to identify 
promising practices, policy options and research gaps
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Small Drinking Water Systems Project

Why this project?

ÅNCCEH commissioned 
Retrospective 
Surveillance of 
Waterborne Disease 
Outbreaks

ÅMost outbreaks 
happened in small 
systems (<5000 
connections)

Purpose: Improve small 

systems by identifying 

gaps and providing the 

necessary evidence to 

inform policy and practice



8

Consultations

ÅConsulted policymakers & 

practitioners, Aboriginal 

organizations and communities, and 

other experts

ïCIPHI conference (May 2009)

ïCPHA conference (June 2009)

ïToronto forum (June 2009)

ïMontreal forum (September 2009)

ïOnline Survey (ended October 2009)



9

Results of Consultations

ÅIdentified gaps were 
prioritized within each of 
these six areas:

ïTesting

ïTreatment

ïSurveillance

ïInterventions

ïPolicy

ïEducation
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Small Drinking Water Projects

1. Description of roles and 
responsibilities

2. Production of a user guide to 
home water testing

3. Review of applicability of 
treatment technologies

4. Creation of a database of 
notifiable waterborne diseases

5. Review of effective strategies for 
risk communication

6. Review of drinking water and its 
impact on pregnancy and 
childrenôs health

7. Inventory and summary of 
Canadian and international 
projects in SDWS

8. First Nations SDWS

http://www.flickr.com/photos/cristianopecanha/1087201793/
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1. Roles and Responsibilities

ÅComponents:
ïSource water protection

ïWater treatment and distribution

ïDrinking water quality and monitoring

ïWaste management

ïSurveillance

ïRole of community in provision of safe drinking 

water
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1. Gaps

British Columbia

Source Water Protection:

Á Source vulnerability assessment & ranking (in 
progress)

Water Treatment & Distribution:

Á Lead funding organization - water system 
planning/infrastructure

Á Fee for water distribution

Drinking Water Quality & Monitoring:

Á Chemical testing

Surveillance:

Á No overall policy; guided regionally

Manitoba

Water treatment & distribution:

Á Fee for water distribution

Surveillance:

Á No overall policy; guided 

regionally
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1. Roles and Responsibilities 
(partial sample only)

. Location Organization/Personnel Source Treatment Quality Waste Surveillance Community 

BC Lieutenant Governor in Council
ã ã

Ministry of Healthy Living & Sport
ã ã

Minister - Healthy Living & Sport ã ã

Provincial Health Officer/Authority ã ã ã ã ã

Regional Health Authorities ã ã ã ã

Medical Health Officer ã ã ã ã ã

Provincial Drinking Water Officer
ã ã ã ã ã

Regional Drinking Water Officers ã ã ã ã ã

Water System Owner ã ã ã

Water Supplier ã ã ã ã ã

PH Engineer ã ã ã
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2. Home Water Testing Guide

ÅExtensive search for test kits

ÅContact with producers

Results:
10 kits found
2 had any information about precision or 
accuracy

-false positives up to 14% 
-false negative up to 38%

Fact Sheet available!


