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The return of the bed bug

• Worlwide infestation at the end of the 90’s:

– London 

– Sydney 

– San Francisco

– New York

– Atlanta 

– Seoul

– Paris

– Toronto

– Vancouver
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Infestation in Montreal

ÅExpo 1967 

ÅOlympics 1976

ÅEnd of 1990ôs

http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.aeespum.umontreal.ca/images/Images%2520partenaires/DSPMontreal.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.aeespum.umontreal.ca/colloque/partenaires.htm&usg=__-3SQ4j36jW1q_nG9k81n2VQGv1A=&h=528&w=1038&sz=140&hl=fr&start=16&um=1&tbnid=kZFkYeIhsHSmpM:&tbnh=76&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dagences%2Bde%2Bservices%2Bsociaux%2Bde%2Bmontreal%26hl%3Dfr%26um%3D1


Infestation in Montreal

ÅIn 2007, 20 buildings of the 700 managed by 
the municipal housing corporation were 
infested

ÅIn 2008, 120 buildings were infested 

ÅAccording to data from an extermination 
company in Montreal, calls increased by a 
factor of 40 between 2005 and 2009
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Strategies to fight bed bugs

ÅEducation of partners

ÅCommunication

ÅPest management (exterminators)

ÅFederal, provincial and municipal regulation 

ïEnforcement of regulation - Inspectors

ÅPartners

ïNon profit organisations

ïOwners

ïTenants

ïHousing corporation of Montreal

ïHealth sector



Education of partners

ÅEducational sessions in 2009 ï2010 

ïMunicipal inspectors

ïHealth care sector (nurses and social 

workers)

ïDoctors (GP and dermatologists)

ïNon profit organisation (tenants rights 

group)



Communication 

ÅEducational tool for the 

general public released 

in January 2009

French: http://www.santepub-mtl.qc.ca/Environnement/punaisedelit/pdf/punaisedelit_depliant.pdf, 

English : http://www.santepub-mtl.qc.ca/Environnement/punaisedelit/pdf/bedbugs_flyer.pdf)
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Communications

ÅJune 2010: guide for landlords

ÅAutumn 2010: Pictograms for the general public on 

actions to take if one if infested

ÅInfo-letter to local newspapers on what to do if one is 

infested by bed bugs

ÅMunicipal administration, public health, housing 

corporation of Montreal

ïAdvantages

ïPitfalls

ïWhatôs next



Federal regulations

ÅHealth Canada

ïPest management regulatory agency (PMRA)

ïResponsible for the registration (homologation) of 

products

ïFederal inspectors

ïExperiences in Montreal with the PMRA



Provincial regulation of pest 

management
ÅTraining

ïRegulated by the Loi sur les pesticides 

(Under the umbrella of the MDDEP)

ï50 hour mandatory course in order to obtain 

a permit to sell or use pesticides

ïInspectors

ïExperiences in Montreal with the MDDEP



Provincial regulation ï

Régie du Logement
ÅAdministrative tribunal 
ïCompetence in residential lease matters. 

ïInforms the citizens on their rights and 
obligations related to the lease so as to avoid 
that conflicts occur due to the ignorance of the 
law.

ïPromotes conciliation between landlords and 
tenants. 

ïPosition and jurisprudence regarding bed bug 
infestations



Pest management

ÅQuality assurance

ÅExperience in the field

ïProtection

ïKnowledge



Municipal regulation

ÅBy-law concerning the sanitation and 

maintenance of dwelling units
ÅDesigned to ensure that apartments and residential 

buildings in Montréal are safe, healthy and properly 

maintained. 

ïCentral team

ïDelegation of the by-law to boroughs

ïInspectors

ÅCalls

ÅEnforcement



Non profit organisations

ÅRCLALQ (Regroupement des comités 

logement et associations de locataires du 

Québec)

ïImportance of the Comités logement



Owners

ÅCorporation des propriétaires immobiliers du 

Québec (CORPIC)

ÅApartment Owners Association of Greater 

Montreal (AOAGM)

ÅSmall owners

ÅCorporations



Housing corporation of Montreal (Office 

municipale dôhabitation de Montr®al)

ÅIntegrated pest management

ïPro-active approach

ïValuable partner



CSSS and DSP

ÅCentre de santé et de services sociaux (CSSS)
ïSupport for municipal inspectors

ïActive participation in remediation projects

ÅHealth evaluation

ÅSocial workers

ïSupport for vulnerable populations

ïEducation

ïFinancing

ÅDirection de santé publique
ïKnowledge transfer

ïSecond line support

ïCommunication strategies 

ïField epidemiology



How does this all add up in 

Montreal
ÅCity - Communication and regulation

ÅProvince - Pest management, the need 

for a professional corporation?

ÅFederal ïEnforcement of regulations?

ÅHealth sector

ÅOwners

ÅPartnership and collaboration

ÅSurveillance and intervention


